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cue on an antient Tomb in ; Saliſbury Cathedral. 


N the couch ſide of the 28886 Saliſbury cathedral, 3 the 
fourth arch from the weſt, lies a monument of blue ſpeckled 


5 marble, with the figure of- a biſhop in pontificalibus, his right 


hand lifted up to give the bleſſing, his left hand holding the 
croſier er On the perpendicular ſides or edge all round is 
cut an in cription in large capitals; and on the front of the 


robe, another in letters ſomewhat ſimilar. The ſlab lay fo 


deeply bedded in the ſtone foundation on which the pillars of 
the nave reſt, that the firſt of theſe inſcriptions had intirely eſ- 
caped the notice of the curious, or if any had noticed it, the 
lower half of the > letters being out of ſight, rendered it unintel- 
I procured it to be raiſed, and the pave- 
ment diſpoſed round it in ſuch a manner, that it can henceforth 
receive no injury, but will remain the ſecond oldeſt monument 
in that church, if the conjectures I have formed upon it are 
founded in truth. . 

LT TERS of the form here W ed appear to have been in 
uſe among the Romans. On an altar dedicated to Mercury, found 


at Middleby in Scotland, and whoſe aera is by Baron Clark L 


fixed to the time of Julian, we ſee ſeveral letters included in larger 
ones. But they are more common in the Gothic ages. Our own 
country affords three inftances. _ 

THe firſt is an inſcription on a leaden plate found in Lincoln 


air, publiſhed by r William en leh a and Bai; with 


' 


"fol See che Plate, fig. 1. | 
15 Horſley Brit. Rom. p. 35 5. Scat. xxxv. 


e] Baron. vol. I. Þ» 396. p ; | Fa 3 5 25 


4 4 
- 


(2] 
fome inconfiderable difference, by Mr. Hearne, at the end of 
his preface to Trivet's Annals from Dr. Smith's papers [d]. 
It commemorates William D'Eincourt, who died in the court 
of William Rufus, 3 kal. Nov. between 1087 and 1 100. 

Tae ſecond is the epitaph of Ilbertus de Chaz, in the ruins of 
Monkton Farleigh priory, Wilts. It is printed in the Gentle- 
man's Magazine for April, 1744, and corrected in that for the 
following month. The letters and ſtyle correſpond with this at 
Saliſbury more than that at Lincoln. Ilbertus was a witneſs to 
the foundation charter of Humphrey de Bohun, the ſecond of 
that name, who lived about the middle of the twelfth century, 
and {till nearer the time of our monument [e]. 

Tu third is an inſcription of uncertain. date, 3 in 
taking down the ſteeple of St. George's church, Southwark, 
1733, communicated to this Society by Mr. Ames, 1487. and 
here engraved from their Minutes [/]. 


I make no doubt but many more mee be found among us on 
an attentive ſearch. | ; 

Tur inſtances of this kind that occur in France are of 
more ancient date. Theſe are the inſcriptions on the reliques be- 
longing to the cathedral of Clermont, and the epitaph of Pope 
Geneſius in the church dedicated to him in that city; - the former 
of the 7th, and the latter of the 8th century [g. BH) 

Sir William Dugdale [þ] calls theſe letters Saxon nts, 
They are rather a mixture of Saxon and Roman. In the Lincoln 


[4] Nè iv. p. 26. 
[e] Tan. Not. Mon. 596. Dugd, Mon. Ang. I. 1 621. Upon enquiry, in 


1772, after this curious monument in order to verify it, I had the mortification to 
find it had lately been broken to pieces to mend the roads. I have therefore cauſed 
the Magazine copy, ſuch as it is, to be inſerted in the annext plate, fig. 2. 

[f] Sce the Plate, hg. 3. 


[ g ] See Monſ. Lancelot's Memoirs on theſe-two inſcriptions, in Mem. de VAcad.. 
des Inſc. vol. Xil, p. 264. I2mo. 1 Loc. cit. 


inſcrip- 


[3] 


inſcription, only the N, L, and H, are ſtrictly Saxon. All the 
reſt are made up of mixed, rude letters, which varied according 
to the capacity and ſkill of the carver, and alphabets of which 
I place among the deſiderata of Antiquarian Science. 
I READ the inſcription under conſideration, as follows: 
« Flent hodie Saleſberie quia decidit enſis 
CZ Juſtitie, pater eccleſie Saliſpirienfis. | 
Dum viguit, miſeros aluit, faſtuſque potentum 
„ Non timuit, ſed clava fuit terrorque nocentum. 
« De ducibus, de nobilibus primordia duxit 
« Principibus, propeque tibi qui gemma reluxit.” 
Tas line on his robe, I read with Leland, . 
4 Affer opem, devenies in idem.“ 
HAvING premiſed thus much on the form and ſtyle of this mo- 
nument, it is time to aſcertain the perſon it commemorates. 
IrRESsUME then that it belongs to ROGER, the third biſhop of Sa- 
liſt ury after the removal of the ſee from Sherborn to Old Sarum; 
and that it was compoſedfor him, after the tranſlation of his corps 
to the new church. This prelate, promoted to all the higheſt offi- 
ces of the ſtate by Henry I. was a ſimple maſs prieſt of a church 
in the ſuburbs of Caen, where that prince chanced to turn in with 
his officers to perform his devotions, during his war with his bro- 
ther William Rufus. The diſpatch with which Roger went 
through the offices was his recommendation as a proper chaplain 
for the troops; and he readily cloſed in with Henry's order, be- 
tween jeſt and earneſt, to attend him. His artful and inſinuating 
behaviour ſoon won upon his patron, whoſe favour he perfectly 


— 


[i] Itin. vol. III. f. 64. p. gr. laſt e. This was the only inſeription that 
diligent Antiquary obſerved on this monument. He places the two Biſhops of Old 
Sarum in the North iſle. In Bor. inſula nauis eccl. ſepulchra duorum epiſcoporum, ut 
autumant, veteris Sarum. 
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knew how to improve. Malmſbury ſays, his prudent ma- 
nagement of Henry's ſcanty finances was, his chief merit ; 
and the king afterwards amply repaid him what his oeconomy 
had ſaved for him, while only earl of Anjou [4]. His firſt 
preferment, on his patron's acceſſion to the throne, was the 
chancellorſhip, which was but a ſtep to the ſee of Saliſbury, 
to which he was elected in 1102, and conſecrated five years af- 


ter. During the king's long and frequent abſences in Nor- 
mandy for three or four years together, he acted as regent of 


the kingdom; and in all the departments he was concerned 
in, he acquitted himſelf with a diligence and uprightneſs, 
that left no room for malicious reflections. Ante regnum, 
omnibus ſuis prefecerat rex, primùm cancellarium, mox epiſco- 
« pum conſtituerat; prudentiam viri expertus, ſolerter admini- 
« ſtrati epiſcopatiis officium ſpem infudit quod majore dignus habe- 
« retur munere. Itaque totius regni moderamen illius delegavit 
« juſtitiae, five ipſe adeſſet Angliae, five moraretur Normaniae. 
« Sategit ita fieri Henricus, non neſcius quod fideliter ſua trac- 
« taret commoda Rogerus: nec defuit ille ſpei regiae, ſed tanta in- 
« tegritate, tanta ſe agebat induſtria, ut nulla contra eum confla- 
« retur invidia.—Inter haec, eccleſiaſtica officia non negligere.— 
Pontifex magnanimus, et nullis unquam parcens ſumptibus, dum 
quae facienda proponeret, edificia praeſertim conſummaret. [I]“ 
Such is Malmſbury's account of this prelate, which J have cited 
the more at large, in order to juſtify my future conjectures. 
Tun buildings referred to were the caſtles of Deviſes, Sher- 
born, Malmſbury, and Sarum; the firſt the wonder of Europe, 
the others not much inferior to it; the ſtones ſo neatly jointed 
together as to appear like one ſingle maſs. As to the cathedral 
of Saliſbury, the ſame author (n] ſays, he rebuilt it; or, as biſhop 


[4]JHiſt.Nov.L.II. f. 104. See Godwin de Praeſulibus, Ed. Richardſon, p. 337, 338. 
[/] Malmſb. de Henrico I. lib. v. f. 91. L] Loc. cit. 
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Godwin underſtands the words novam fecit, laid out incredible ſums 
in carrying on and decorating it in a moſt ſumptuous manner: 
for though the foundation had been laid about fifty years be- 
fore, it had ſuffered much by lightning immediately after its 
dedication, A. D. 1092. He endowed two religious foundations, 
at Dorcheſter in Oxfordſhire, and at Kidwelly in South Wales; 
and, though no ſcholar himſelf, ſettled at St. Frideſwide's, Ox- 
ford, a convent of regular Canons, under Guimond, a learned 
clerk, and chaplain to Henry I. 

Such was the proſperous fituativn of our prelate under this 
prince ; in which there is every thing to juſtify the elogia which 
compoſe his epitaph. His great influence with his ſovereign, 
and His mutual eſteem for him, is recorded in the words, Prin- 
cipibus gemma reluxit. His adminiſtration of juſtice intitled him 
to the name of Enfis juſtitiae. His munificence to his infant 
church, to that of Pater ecclefiae Saliſbirienſis. His impregnable 
fortifications, as well as his irreproachable conduct, made that 
non timuit faſtus potentum; as his high rank in the ſtate made 
him clava terrorque nocentum. We are to preſume, that with his 
great wealth iſeros aluit ; (not to mention his religious founda- 
tions) and conſidering what a reverſe he underwent in the next 
reign, dum viguit is not without its meaning. The words inſcribed 
on the front of his robe more ſtrongly mark the diſtreſſes of this 
prelate's declining age. Afer opem, devenies in idem, is an earneſt ad- 
_ dreſs to the ſympathy of the ſpectators, warning them at the ſame 
time of the uncertainty of human events. The concluſion Pro- 
peque tibi gemma reluxit, ſeems an addreis to the church, reminding 
her of the luſtre he reflected on her while he preſided as biſhop in 
her former ſituation at Old Sarum, My only difficulty 1s about the 
noble deſcent aſcribed to him in the words, de ducibus, de nobili- 
bus, primordia duxit. But he may have been the younger fon of 
ny + noble family in Normandy, which the Monks may have 
- EE | known 
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[6] 
known from evidences not noticed by general hiſtorians, or they 
may have introduced it here for rhyme ſake, 

I wouLDdraw a veil over the laſt and larger part of this biſhop's 
life. The treacheries of the human heart and the cruel rever- 
ſes of fortune are diſagreeable ſubjects to inſiſt upon, if they 
were not otherwiſe foreign to my deſign. He lived to ſacrifice 
the intereſts of his patron's family to his own ambition and in- 
tereſt; and to be plundered by the uſurper, whoſe cauſe he had 
eſpouſed. After having ſeen his ſtrongeſt caſtles ſurrendered 
beſore his face, and heard that the wealth he had devoted to the 
ſervice of his church was carried off from the very altar, he 

died of a broken heart, in tranſports of the moſt violent diſtraction 
and diſappointment, A.D. 1139; and ſo, ſays Neubrigenſis [z], © vi- 

e tam longo tempore ſplendidiſſimam infeliciſſimo fine concluſit.“ 
But he died not unrevenged. The ingratitude with which Stephen 
repaid his obligation to our biſhop, and the reſt of the clergy, in- 
volved him the next year in a civil war, which ended 1 in reſtoring 
the ſucceſſion to its proper line. 

Tur only objection I know to my ſuppoſition that this tomb 
belongs to Biſhop Roger, 1s, that none of the ancient hiſtorians 
who mention his death ſay where he was buried. Dr. Richard- 
ſon [o] fays he was buried in his own church; Brown Willis, in his 
ſhort account of this church at the end of his Mitred Abbeys, only 
tells us that he was removed hither; but neither of theſe writers pro- 

_ duce their authorities . In anſwer to this, it is to be conſidered 


LEE «6. 


e] Note on his life, by Godwin. The ink which the vergers vs for his, 
is that in the north wall of the preſbytery. See the plate, fig. 5. But this rather 
belongs to ſome earlier biſhop of the new ſee. 

DD] WilliamdeWenda, who wrote the account of the AE F OI the preſent church, 
mentions the removal of only three biſhops from old Sarum in 1226 ; Oſmund, 
Roger, and Joſceline. Price's account of Saliſbury cathedral, p. 15. 
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£71 
that his predeceſſor Oſmund's monument is evident in the Lady 
Chapel. Herman, the firſt biſhop of Saliſbury, anſwers to none 
of the characters in the inſcription, being eminent for nothing but 
the removal of the ſee from Sherborn ; and if, as is very probable, he 
was buried at Saliſbury, I ſhould rather give him the tomb at the 
head of this, which has the figure of a biſhop in pontificalibus, with a 


eroſier piercing a dragon, and a rude border of birds and foliage round 


him [g]; or that plain coffin-faſhioned tomb, which lies more weſt 
of this. "Theſe three are the only biſhops of Old Sarum who could 
poſſibly be buried there. The fourth and fifth were tranſlated to 
Canterbury, and the laſt was buried at Wilton. All who ſat in the 
new ſee, except one or two of leſs note in the 13th century, have 
well-known burying-places in the choir and preſbytery, with mo- 
numents of a very different ſtyle. 

It may ſeem ſtrange that Biſhop Poore, the founder of the pre- 
ſent church, ſhould not have a monument in it. Dr. Richardſon 


ſays, he died at Tarrant Gunville, Dorſet, and was buried here; and 


Mr. Willis, that he erected for himſelf a noble tomb here, but was 


buried, as moſt authors ſay, at Durham, where he fat nine years 


after his tranſlation from hence. But neither of theſe writers give 


their authority for his burial or monument here; nor is he in Le- 
land's lift of the biſhops buried here. 


45 See the plate, fig. 4. 
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